Dedicated to the preservation el perpetuation Vol.1/06
Of authentic old-time fiddle music Jan/Feb 2006

Dear Membership:

I apologize for the lateness of the December issue — UPS sent the shipment to the wrong
address and the whole thing got sent back to San Diego, then back to me. I lost my phone
service for a couple of weeks due to water in the wires, so by the time PacBell repaired it
— it was January already!!

This is probably a good time to bring up the issue of an on-line newsletter once again. The
board would have to agree, but according to Ernie Yoes, the cost is minimal and the
process is easy. People would have to send their e-mail addresses and a list generated.

The newsletter would be faster, less expensive, and probably better looking!!

Just something to think about. Time to push our organization into the 21° century!!!

Anita
P.S. See everyone at Oroville!

NOTICE: All information has been re-entered to make this document more compatible with the electronic
media. Some changes have been intentional — adding color in some areas, for example. Some changes are necessary
but not intended — change of font and changes in some graphics, for example. This re-entered document is intended

to demonstrate the feasibility of making the SOUNDPOST available on aweb-site.

Ernie Yoes




CALIFORNIA STATEOLD TIME FIDDLER’SASSOCIATION

OROVILLE PO BOX 1703 CALIFORNIA 95965

OFFICERS

President: Eric Anderson 8576 Stratus Dr., Orangevale, CA 95662 ------------------ 916-988-8191
Vice-President: Bill Whitfield 16508 EIm Ave., Patterson, CA 95363 --------------------- 209-892-8685
Secretary: Sharon Barnett 469 Jackson St., Red Bluff, CA 96080 --------------------- 530-527-6127
Treasurer: Robert Curtis 60 Vernal Court, Alamo, CA 94507 - 925-930-7272
Membership: Ernie Yoes PO Box 2047, Alpine, CA 91903 --  619-445-5837
Editor: AnitaMarley 517 W. DonnaDr., Merced, CA 95348 -------------------- 209-726-4476

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

District 1. Contact Bob Hedrick 37 Tarn Circle, Oroville, CA —mmmmmmmmmmmee e 530-589-4844
District 2: Joan Johnson 3618 N. Chateau-Fresno Ave, Fresno, CA 93722 -------- 559-275-6625
District 3: Gayel Pitchford PMB 400, 785 Tucker Rd. #G, Tehachapi, CA 93561 --- 661-821-7511
District 4: Contact Pres Pat Nelson YorbaLinda CA 714-524-6673
District 5: Preston Biggers 184 Whisp. Pines Dr., Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 ----- 916-631-9094
District 6: Tex Ash 469 Jackson St., Red Bluff, CA 96080 -------------------- 530-527-6127
District 7: Shirley Yoes PO Box 2047, Alpine, CA 91903 - 619-445-5837
District 8: Cathy Agnew 4561 Heather Glen Ct, Moorpark, CA 93033 ------------- 805-517-1131
District 9: Charlie Oveland 12901 Foothill Ln., Saratoga, CA 95070 ------------------ 408-867-1814
District 14: Chuck Pate 396 Allen St., Brawley, CA 92227 -- 760-344-3198

DISTRICT MEETING DATES & LOCATIONS

District 1; St. Thomas the Apostle sch.,------ 1380 Bird St., Oroville ----- 4" Sunday--------- 1:00 pm—4:30 pm
District 2: Senior Citizen’s Village, 1917 Sough Chestnut, Freano, CA —Every Saturday ---7:00 pm — 11:00 pm
Digtrict 3: Vetera’sHall, 123“F St., Tehachapi, CA ---------------------- 2" Sunday -------- 2:00 pm — 5:00 pm
District 4: Orange Thorpe Park Act. Bldg. — 1414 Brookhurst, Fullerton — 1™ Sunday ------- 1:00 pm—4:00 pm
(1 block north of Hwy 91)
District 5: Orangevale Grange, --- 5807 Walnut Ave., Orangevae --------- 2" Sunday ------ 1:00 pm — 5:00 pm
District 6: Shasta Elem. Sch. ----- 10446 Red Bluff Rd., Old Shasta ------ 1% Sunday -------- 2:00 pm —5:00 pm
District 7: Wells Park Center ----- 1153 Madison, El Cgon, CA ----------- 2" Sunday ---- 12:00 pm —4:00 pm

Terrace Estates Mob Hm Pk.— 1815 Sweetwater Rd., Spring Valle'y—4th Sunday — 12:00 pm —4:00 pm

District 8: Oak View Comm. Ctr. — 18 Valley Rd., Oak View ----- 2" & 4" Sundays ------- 12:00pm — 4:00 pm
District 9: United Meth. Ch. — 19806 Wisteria Ave., Castro Valley --------- 4" Sunday ------- 1:30 pm —5:00 pm
District 14: Pioneer’s Museum, Imp. Co. Hist. Soc., 373 Aten Rd., Imperial, CA ------------- 1% & 39 Sundays

1:00 pm—3:00 pm. Freefiddlelessons @ 1:00 pm before regular jam.

The SOUNDPOST is a semimonthly newsletter published by the California State Old Time Fiddlers' Association for it’s members.
Y early membership is $14.00 for asingle adult, $16.00 for a husband and wife, and $2.00 for children under 18 yearsold. Price of

advertising in the SOUNDPOST is: Whole page $100.00, half page $50.00, quarter page $25.00, and business card size $12.50.
Check payableto CSOTFA.




Drustrict Reports. . .

District S:
The semi-annual 3-day jam at Woodland’s County Fair Mall

(Gibson Rd el East St.) will be Thursday through Saturday,
February 23-25.

Jamming is limited to the community room (near the inside
entrance to Target), in the rear parking lot behind Gottschalks,
and on the stage (during stage hours). The stage hours will be
limited this year due to work being done in the mall. Stage
times are Thursday, 3-7 pm; Friday, 1-7 pm; and Saturday, 10-5
pm.

Parking of rigs is allowed in the lot behind GottschalRs from
Wednesday the 22" through Sunday, 26

For more information, please call Bob Hedrick; 530-589-4844.

Doug Dempster




CSOTFA STATE FIDDLE CHAMPIONSHIP & PICKING CONTEST

Municipa Auditorium— 1220 Myers St.
Oroville, California—March 17, 18, 2006

(REGISTRATION ON SITE ONLY —NO MAILED PRE-REGISTRATION)

Name (M or F)
Address Birthdate Age
Zip Phone( ) City Cdifornia
Pee Wee (8 years & under) $5.00 Cash $ Check No. $
Jr. Jr. (9- 12 years) $10.00 Sr. Sr. (70 years & over) $15.00
Junior (13— 17 years) $12.00 Open (any age) $20.00
Young Adult (18 — 36 years) $15.00 Accompanist (any age) $12.00
Adult (37— 59 years) $15.00 Twin Fiddle (any age) $5.00
Senior (60— 69 years) $15.00 Jr. Picking (18 years & under) $6.00
Open Picking (any age) $10.00
Guest Name Band Scramble $5.00
Twins Name

Entry fee includes one guest pass, except Twin Fiddle Division. Twin Fiddle contestants must register in a
regular fiddle division and compete as scheduled in order to qualify for competition. Accompanist must either
register and play with a contestant in competition (entertainment excluded) during the contest or pay admission.
Contestants pick up your score sheets at the end of the contest at the registration table. The final scores will be
posted. The High and Lows will bein the “ Soundpost.”

DIVISIONSAND PRIZE MONEY + TROPHIES AND PLAQUES

Pee Wee Div Jr. Jr. Div Junior Div Yng Adult Div Adult Div

¢ $55+ T 1% $100 + T 19 $125 + T 1% $150 + P 1 $150 + P
29 $20 + P 2¥g 50 + P 2¥g 75 + P 2" $100 + P 294100 + P
3¢ $15+P 39¢$ 25+ P 39¢$50 + P 39e 75+ P 375+ P
4" %10+ P M $ 15+ P Me3m;+ P M $50+ P M50+ P
5" $5+P 5" $ 10+ P 5"M$20+ P 5" $ 25 + P gh$ 25+ P
g"—10" P e"—10" P 6tn—10" P 6" _gh =) g"_gh P
Open Div Sr. Sr. Div Senior Div Accompanist Twin Fiddle
1% $250 + P 1% $150 + P 1% $150 + P 1% $150 + P 1 $75+ PP
29$175 + P 2 $100 + P 2 $100 + P 2" $100 + P 29¢ 40 + PP
394125 + P 39¢ 75+ P 39¢ 75+ P 39¢ 75+ P 39¢20 + PP
4" $100 + P 4" $50+ P 4N $50+ P M $60+ P 4" Pla + Pla
5"$ 75+ P 5" $ 25 + P 5" $ 25 + P 5" $45 + P 5" Pla + Pla
gh—gh P eh—g" P 6" — gh P eh—gh P (Open and Jr.)

Picking Divisions are for Banjos — Guitars —and Mandolins only.
Junior Picking Div: 1 $75+ P, 2”d $40 + P, 3rd $25+ P, 4th $15+ P, 5th $10+P
Open Picking Div: 1% $100 + P, 2™ $50 + P, 3 $40 + P, 4" $20 + P, 5" $15+ P
Band Scramble: (Pnze money split able among number of playersin each band:)
1% $100, 2™ $75, 3" $50, 4™ $35, 5" $25
Y oungest Girl Plague Y oungest Boy Plague Oldest Fiddler Plague

ADMISSION: Admission is FREE both Friday and Saturday
R.V. Parking: Flat fee of $10 for week days or contest days. ALL CHECKSPAYABLETOC.SO.T.FA




CSOTFA State Fiddle Championship & Picking Contest Schedule

1. Schedul e subject to change depending on number of contestants.
2.All contestants must be registered at least 30 MINUT ESbefore their division betins, and be available 30
MINUTES prior to the start of their Division, and have tune sheets turned in to Traffic Personnel.

Eriday March 17, 2006
1:30 PM CSOTFA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (All members PLEASE attend)
2:30 PM Registration opens
3:10 PM Fiddle contestants meet with Judges in Judges Room
3:30PM Senior-Senior Fiddle Preliminaries (70 years & over)
4:30 PM Senior Fiddle Preliminaries (60 — 69 years)
5:25 PM Senior-Senior (70 years & over) Top 5 Finalists
5:50 PM Senior (60 —69) Top 5 Finalists
6:15 PM AWARDS: Senior-Senior, Oldest Fiddler, Senior
6:30—9:30 PM COUNTRY DANCE/BAND SCRAMBLE
Saturday March 18, 2006
6:30 AM  Specia Breakfast
7:30 AM  Registration opens (Y oung Adults first PLEASE)
7:45 AM  Fiddle Contestants meet with Judges in Judges Room
8:00 AM  Young Adults (18 — 36 years) Fiddle Preliminaries
8:30 AM  Junior (13— 17 years) Fiddle Preliminaries
9:35AM  Junior-Junior (9 —12 years) Fiddle Preliminaries
11:20 AM  Pee Wee (8 years & under) Fiddle Preliminaries
LUNCH BREAK
1:00PM  Adult (37 —59 years) Fiddle Preliminaries
2:10PM  Open (any age) Fiddle Preliminaries
250 PM  Junior Twin Fiddle (17 years & under): ONE ROUND ONLY fast/slow tunes, 4 min. limit
3:15PM  Open Twin Fiddle (any age): ONE ROUND ONLY fast/slow tunes, 4 min. limit
3:40PM  Open Picking (any age): ONE ROUND ONLY NOTE: SEE NEW RULES
4:15PM  Junior Picking (17 years & under): ONE ROUND ONLY NOTE: SEE NEW RULES
4:45PM  Clear Hall (prepare for evening program)
6:00 PM  Opening Ceremonies— Flag Salute & Invocation
6:15PM  Pee Wee (8 years & under) Top 5 Fiddle Findlists
6:40 PM  Junior-Junior (9 —12 years) Top 5 Fiddle Finalists
7:05PM  Junior (12— 17 years) Top 5 Fiddle Finalists
7.30PM  AWARDS: Twin Fiddle, Open Picking, Junior Picking, Pee Wee, Y oungest Boy & Girl Fiddler
7.45PM  JUDGESENTERTAIN
8:05PM AWARDS: Junior-Junior and Junior
8:15PM  Adult (37 —59 Years) Top 5 Fiddle Finalists
8:40PM  Young Adult (18— 36 years) Top 5 Fiddle Finalists
9:05PM  Open (any age) Top 5 Fiddle Finalists
9:30PM  AWARDS: Adult, Young Adult, Accompanist, Open

Sunday March 19, 2006

9:00 AM

CSOTFA State Officers & Board of Directors Meeting — Eagles Club
CSOTFA Members are welcome to attend



THE GREAT OROVILLE BAND SCRAMBLE

General Information
F This year, the California State Fiddle Contest is introducing a Band Scramble
- competition on Friday evening, 6:00 PM, March 17, 2006. The Band Scrambleisa
fun way to form a“pick-up” band and see what a group of independent musicians can
accomplish when assembled together in a short period of time. We strongly
encourage people of al agesto take part in this wonderful opportunity. By
participating in this contest, one may discover potential new musical alliances,
entertain an appreciative audience, and most of all, have a Great Time
Bands will be formed by adrawing of names according to the registered instrument category. Categories
include: Fiddle, Guitar, Mandolin, Banjo, Bass, and Other (dobro, autoharp, harmonica, singer, etc.). Based
upon the number in each category, the number of people in each band can range from 4 to 6 players. Each band
will perform two dance tunes, one fast and one slow. Thereis no time restraint, bgut bands should determine an
appropriate timeto finish songs. It is recommended that performers are at least inter mediate performers to
make it fair for all bands. Five respective judges will be picked from the audience.

Official Rules
(Subject to on site minor upgrades resulting from unforeseen glitches)

e Only one sign up per person, per instrument (no one can play in two separate bands). Must be at least an

intermediate player. Sign-up sheets will be placed in a container, one designated for each musical
ingrument.

e Drawing for each “scramble band” will be conducted at 4:30 PM and band member names will be
posted on a board along with their playing order. We ask that performers are there when the names are
selected so they can get together with other band members. This should give each band ample
opportunity to figure out their tunes and a band name before the 6:00 PM dance.

Each “scramble band” will be limited to perform two tunes, one fast and one slow.

Thereis no time limit, but each band should have a good idea when to finish.

Danceable music is strongly encouraged since the performances are for the dance.

Performances will be judged based on Danceability/Rhythm, Difficulty, Old-Time Style,
Intonation/Clarity of Tone, and Stage Presence. Each will carry a 20% weight.

e TheMost Important Ruleof All .......... HAVE FUN!!!

Entry Fee
$5.00 per member of C.S.O.T.FA.

Prizes and Awards (per each band)
1% Place:  $100.00; 2™ Place:  $75.00
39Place  $50.00; 4" Place $35.00; and5"Place:  $25 per person

After the Band Scramble, performers are encouraged to play for the duration of the dance.

Pleasefeel freeto call or e-mail Eric Anderson, President, at (916) 764-2195 or
peweasel @msn.com
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CSOTFA FIDDLE DIVISION RULES

In addition to the General Contest Rules, the following applies:

Any contestant winning three (3) consecutive yearsin the Junior, Y oung Adult, Adult, Senior, or Senior-Senior
divisions will automatically move into the Open division. Any Junior-Junior winning three (3) consecutive
years will automatically move into the Junior division. Any Pee-Wee winning three (3) consecutive years will
automatically move into the Junior-Junior division. Any contestant winning three (3) consecutive yearsin the
Open division must either judge or sit out the next year’ s contest.

Any Danceable Folk Tunes played in old time fiddle fashion will be acceptable.

No trick or fancy fiddling allowed during the contesting appearances and no Cross-tuned fiddles will be allowed
in the contest.

Contestants at each appearance must first play aHOEDOWN, second aWALTZ, and third aTUNE OF
CHOICE other than aHoedown or aWaltz. No tune shall be played more than once by a contestant within a
division. In case of atie, aHoedown will be played.

Four (4) minutes playing time will be strictly adhered to. Ten (10) points will be deducted from the total score
for each 30 second interval or portion thereof in excess of four (4) minutes. Thereis NO GRACE PERIOD.
Judging is on the following basis: Danceability/Rhythm 25%; Old Time Style 25%; Difficulty 25%;
Intonation/Clarity of Tone 25%. Scoreswill be accumulative.

CSOTFA TWIN FIDDLE DIVISION RULES

In addition to the General Contest Rules, the following applies:
This contest is limited to two (2) tunes of your choice, a FAST tune, and a SLOW tune. In case of atie, you
will play atune of your choice. Tunes may not be repeated in the Twin Fiddle division. Tunes played in the
regular fiddle division round may be used. ONE ROUND ONLY.
Four (4) minute playing time will be strictly adhered to. Ten (10) points will be deducted from the total score
for each 30 second interval or portion thereof in excess of four (4) minutes. Thereis NO GRACE PERIOD.
Judging is on the following basis: Harmony 25%; Rhythm/Timing 25%; Difficulty 25%; and Clarity/Tone
25%. All scores are accumulative.
Any Twin Fiddle partners winning three (3) consecutive years in the Twin Fiddle Division must sit out a year.

CSOTFA PICKING DIVISION RULES

In addition to the General Contest Rules, the following applies (note Rule Change):
This contest is limited to two (2) tunes: a Hoedown and a Tune of Choice, (other than a hoedown played at a
slower speed than the hoedown, & played in that order. In case of aTIE, play atune of your choice. RULE
CHANGE!
Four (4) minute playing time will be strictly adhered to. Ten (10) points will be deducted from the total score
for each 30 second interval or portion thereof in excess of four (4) minutes. Thereis NO GRACE PERIOD.
Guitars and Mandolins must use flatpick style only. Finger pickingis alowed for Banjo.
Judging ison the following basis: Picking Ability 25%; Rhythm/Timing 25%; Clarity/Tone 25%; and
Difficulty Level 25%.

READY ROOM (WARM-UP ROOM) RULES OF COURTESY
A Warm-up Room is provided for contestantsat CSOTFA Fiddle Contests affording the contestantsthe
opportunity to go through their tunesfor afinal time befor e appearing on stage.
The use of the ready room will be clearly monitored, and the upcoming scheduled contestant shall have sole
usage of the warm-up room. All others must stay clear of the room until their turn to play on stage.
There will be no jamming at the warm-up room at any time.
The Traffic Committee shall have the responsibility to insure the correct usage of the warm-up room and shall
have the authority to enforce the rules.
Contestants that refuse to comply with these rules will be reported to the contest Chairman. Offenders may be
disqualified from further participation in the contest at the discretion of the contest Chairman.







Pee Wee <8 yrs (3)

1. Lawrence Cheng

2. Molly Sponsler
3. Danny Sponsler

Jr. Jr. 911 (5)

1. Ellie Taw

2. Kelsey Scdhoenberg
3. Seungho Park

4, Alexis Schoenberg
5. Summer David
Junior 13-17 (8)

1. Brian Wiley

2. Kimberly Ceasar
3. Nathan Wiley

4, Kenrick Bidwell
5. Mathew Witler
Adult 37-59 (6)

1. Gayle Pitchford

2. Mike Farrow

3 Terry Schwindt

4 Rosemary Shrum
5 Kathy Sponsler
Sr. Sr. >70 (4)

1. Hughie Smith

2. Fred Lohmann

3. Juanita Cummins
4, Blane Cone
Senior 60-69 (6)

1. Gloria Schoening
2. Chuck Murtomaki
3. Bob Kruse

4, J. D. Jones

5. Phil McFarland

String Fling 06 Confest Resulfs

Twin Fiddle (6)

1. Brian — Nathan Wiley

2. Gayle Pitchford —Alexis
Schoenberg

3. Becky Nemmer —Hughie Smith

Open (5)
1. Hughie Smith

2. Fred Lohmann
3. Brian Wiley
4

5

Nathan Wiley
Gayle Pitchford

Junior Guitar Pickers <17 (2)
1. Mathew Witler

2. Matthew Harmon

Junior Other Pickers <17 (1)
1. Matthew Witler

Guitar Pickers >18 (3)
Phil McFarland

1.
2. Majid Rahman
3. Dennis Russdll

Other Pickers (7)

1. DanLevenson —Banjo

2. LeeBennett — Dobro

3. Hughie Smith — Mandolin

4. Tery Schwindt —
Mandolin

5. DennisRussell —
Mandolin

Accompanist (9)

Majid Rahman
Ossie White
Gayle Pitchford
Fred Lohmann
Dan Levenson

arwWNE

Band Scramble (6)

1. Low Desert Doodle
Dooze

2. TheHings

3. Threatening Threesome

4. Not Ready Yet, Don't
Care

5. Bear Bottom Band

Talent Show (10)

Jugless Jug Band
Blaine Cone and Linda
Mountain Ka-Boys
Crazy Gypsies

Grass Roots Country

abhwnE

Judges

1. ErnieYoes
2. Roscoe White
3. Raeford Shirley



CSOTFA

Upcoming Events

February 23 — 25: County Fair Mall Inn, Woodland, CA. See articleinside.
March 17 — 19: State Fiddle Championships, Oroville, Seeflyersinside.
3" full week of June:  National Old Time Fiddle Championships, Weiser, ID.
3" week of October:  Western Open, Red Bluff, CA

Now is the time to get those contest flyers and
Newsdl etters mailed for the next issue!!
Give at least 3 months notice in order to get your
Flyersin before your event!!!

E-mail to : CSOTFA Soundpost@aol.com

Or

csotfasoundpost@sbcglobal .net

snallmail to:

A. Marley, Editor

(At address on on the front of this newsletter)




